
 
 
 

🎭 The Truth Behind the Rumour 
(Participants-facing puzzle content and production specifications) 

 

🔹 GENERAL DESIGN SPECIFICATIONS 
Each mission follows a consistent structure: 

●​ mission title and system area  
●​ narrative scenario (progressive storyline)  
●​ clear task instructions  
●​ defined materials (evidence-based)  
●​ code generation system  

 

🔑 CORE MECHANIC 
For most missions: 

1.​ Read all materials carefully  
2.​ Select the 4 correct elements  
3.​ Arrange them in the correct order  
4.​ Read the numbers from left to right  
5.​ The four digits form your code  

👉 Only the correct selection AND correct order generate a valid code 

 

🔹 GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS (STUDENT VERSION) 
You are part of the School Mediation Team. 

A situation has escalated quickly over the last 24 hours. 

A screenshot has been shared.​
A student is being judged.​
The group is divided. 

Your mission is to: 

●​ reconstruct what really happened  
●​ understand the people involved  
●​ identify what is true and what is not  
●​ decide how to act responsibly  

Complete each mission in order. 

⏱️ Time is limited.​
🤝 Work as a team. 

 

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do 
not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Education and Culture Executive Agency 
(EACEA). Neither the European Union nor EACEA can be held responsible for them. 



 
 

🧩 MISSION 1 – WHAT REALLY HAPPENED? 

System Area: Incident Reconstruction Room 

Security Level: Amber 
 

🎬 Narrative Scenario 
A screenshot of a private message has been shared across the group. 

Different versions of the story are circulating.​
Some messages are incomplete.​
Some interpretations may be wrong. 

Before taking action, the mediation team must reconstruct the sequence of events. 

 

🎯 Mission Objective 
Identify the 4 pieces of evidence that accurately represent what happened​
and arrange them in chronological order. 

 

🧠 Your Task 
You have received: 

●​ fragments of a private chat  
●​ a screenshot version of the message  
●​ witness statements  
●​ short descriptions of events  

👉 Some are reliable​
👉 Some are incomplete or misleading 

Your task: 

1.​ Select the 4 reliable pieces of evidence  
2.​ Arrange them in chronological order  
3.​ Read the numbers from left to right  

This is your code. 

 

🔑 Design Logic (internal) 
Correct sequence must include: 

●​ original message  
●​ edited screenshot  
●​ first interpretation  
●​ group diffusion  

 
 



 
 

🧩 MISSION 2 – HOW DO THEY FEEL? 

System Area: Emotional Analysis Lab 

Security Level: Amber 
 

🎬 Narrative Scenario 
The situation is no longer just about information. 

Students are reacting emotionally: 

●​ someone feels exposed  
●​ someone feels confused  
●​ others feel angry or betrayed  

Understanding these emotions is key to resolving the conflict. 

 

🎯 Mission Objective 
Identify the 4 emotional responses that best reflect the real situation​
and arrange them from: 

👉 highest emotional impact​
→ lowest emotional impact 

 

🧠 Your Task 
You have received: 

●​ short emotional statements  
●​ reactions from different students  
●​ behavioural descriptions  

👉 Some are accurate​
👉 Some are exaggerated or incorrect 

Your task: 

1.​ Select the 4 most accurate emotional responses  
2.​ Arrange them from highest to lowest intensity  
3.​ Read the numbers from left to right  

This is your code. 

 

🔑 Design Logic (internal) 
Correct answers must: 

●​ match the situation context  
●​ reflect realistic emotional reactions  
●​ avoid stereotypes or assumptions  



 
 

 
 

🧩 MISSION 3 – WHAT IS TRUE AND WHAT IS RUMOUR? 

System Area: Information Verification Unit 

Security Level: Amber 
 

🎬 Narrative Scenario 
The screenshot has now been widely shared. 

Some people treat it as proof.​
Others question it. 

Different versions of the same message are circulating. 

The mediation team must determine what can be trusted. 

 

🎯 Mission Objective 
Select the 4 statements supported by actual evidence​
and arrange them from: 

👉 most reliable​
→ least reliable 

 

🧠 Your Task 
You have received: 

●​ original message fragments  
●​ edited versions  
●​ interpretations  
●​ comments from others  

👉 Some are facts​
👉 Some are assumptions 

Your task: 

1.​ Identify which statements are evidence-based  
2.​ Select the 4 strongest  
3.​ Arrange them by reliability  
4.​ Read the numbers  

This is your code. 

 

🔑 Design Logic (internal) 
Correct answers must: 



 
 

●​ be verifiable  
●​ be directly supported by evidence  
●​ not depend on interpretation  

 
 

🧩 MISSION 4 – WHAT SHOULD WE DO? 

System Area: Decision and Action Room 

Security Level: Amber 
 

🎬 Narrative Scenario 
The situation is escalating. 

Some students want to confront the person involved.​
Others want to ignore it.​
Some want to share more information. 

Not all actions will help. 

 

🎯 Mission Objective 
Select the 4 most constructive actions​
and arrange them from: 

👉 most responsible​
→ least responsible 

 

🧠 Your Task 
You have received: 

●​ possible actions  
●​ suggested responses  
●​ communication strategies  

👉 Some actions reduce conflict​
👉 Others increase harm 

Your task: 

1.​ Select the 4 most appropriate actions  
2.​ Arrange them from most to least responsible  
3.​ Read the numbers  

This is your code. 

 

🔑 Design Logic (internal) 
Correct answers must: 



 
 

●​ promote empathy  
●​ reduce conflict  
●​ avoid escalation  
●​ reflect responsible digital behaviour  

 
 

🧩 MISSION 5 – RESOLVE THE CASE 

System Area: Mediation Room 

Security Level: Red 
 

🎬 Narrative Scenario 
You now understand what happened. 

The message was incomplete.​
The situation escalated quickly.​
Real damage has been done. 

Now, the outcome depends on your decision. 

 

🎯 Mission Objective 
As a team: 

●​ decide how to resolve the situation  
●​ determine how to communicate it  
●​ propose how to repair the damage  

 

🧠 Your Task 

1.​ Discuss everything you have learned  
2.​ Agree on a final resolution strategy  
3.​ Prepare a short explanation  

Present your decision to the facilitator. 

 

🔑 Validation 
👉 No code​
👉 Evaluated by facilitator 

 

🧾 TEAM CODE SHEET 
Team Name: _______________________ 



 
 

Mission 1 Code: __________​
Mission 2 Code: __________​
Mission 3 Code: __________​
Mission 4 Code: __________ 

Final Decision Approved: __________ 

 

🧭 TEAM RULES 

●​ Work together  
●​ Do not open materials early  
●​ Discuss before deciding  
●​ If incorrect, review and try again  
●​ One hint may be requested  
●​ Respect the timer  
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